
 

 

  December 2012 

  Mi Na Nollaig 

Emerald Society Officers 

President  

         Hugh A.  Ryan 

           305-858-1992 

1st Vice-President 

        Donald F. Harrington, Jr. 

2nd Vice-President/  

                Parliamentarian 

        Sean P. Hayes 

Treasurer  

        John P. Doherty 

Historian 

        Daniel L. Fitzgerald                              

Recording Secretary  

        Kassandra “Kassie” Doyle 

Immediate Past President 

        Christopher P. Kelley  

Directors 
 
 Charles “Chuck” Daley 
 Patrick L. Duffy 

 Sean M. Ferrell 

 Mary Gerhardt 

 Donald F. Harrington, Jr. 

 Sean P. Hayes 

 Christopher P. Kelley 

 Joseph W. McManus 

 Philip F. Morrissey 

 William O’Brien, Jr. 

 Paul Reilly 

 A. David “Skip” Russell 

 Hugh A. Ryan 

 Judi Tierney Sherry 

 Erin Lynn Sieber 

 Donald Slesnick III 

 Noel McManus Stillings 

 Richard Welch 

Co-Editors 

Barbara & Joe McManus 

  561-338-8848 

Upcoming: 

    Thur  Dec   6  6:30pm  SFES Board Meeting, Miami Yacht Club 

                                Watson Island, 1001 MacArthur Cswy 

    Sat     Dec   8  6:30 pm Christmas in Ireland, Schofield Hall @ St. 

                          Andrews Episcopal Church, Old Cutler Road/144th St 

    Sun   Dec  30  3:00pm Junior Orange Bowl Parade, Miracle Mile, 

    Thur Jan    3  6:30pm SFES Board Meeting MYC, McArthur Cswy 

              Jan         Social      TBD 

Member Tel: (305) 949-8400     E-mail: emeraldsocietysf@gmail.com 

www.emeraldsocietySFL.com 

 “Nollaig Shona agus Athbhliain faoi mhaise!” 

“Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!’ 

Deadline for RSVP’s : Today 

mailto:emeraldsocietysf@gmail.com
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Charlie Davis, President  

St. Patrickôs Day Committee 

          

 

  President Hugh Ryan has sent an email to the Editors in which he expressed that he did 

not want to write an obituary for the Festival, but wanted to work on other options, pos-

sibly marching in the Ft. Lauderdale Parade. President Ryan felt that the letter from the 

St. Patrick’s Day Committee should not have come as  a shock to the general member-

ship, in view of the multiple requests from the Committee for aid and participation which 

unfortunately have met with little response. Further, President Ryan observed that the 

Emerald Society does not exercise direct control over the Festival; but rather control is in 

the hands of the St. Patrick’s Day Committee, which had been struggling through the 

past year or two and had become increasingly discouraged; while there had been some 

ideas and some volunteers, these were not enough to satisfy the St. Pat’s Committee. 

  President Ryan wants to address the Emerald Membership so we can put together an an 

alternative to the Festival. 

  At the Emerald Board meeting this Thursday December 6 at the Miami Yacht 

Club, President Ryan will present the letter from the St. Patrick’s Day Committee and 

open the meeting for discussion about the letter and future actions by the Emerald Soci-

ety. These Board meetings are open to all Emeralds. You are most welcome to attend and 

all comments will  be heard and discussed. See you there! 

What Happened to the St. Pat’s Festival? 

From Edward S. Cooke: 

 

  The news was circulated at Thursday night's Emerald Social 

that the President of the St. Pat’s Festival Committee---as backed 

by his committee-- sent a letter to the Emerald President declar-

ing the "2013 Irish Festival has been canceled ". "The Gables City 

Hall so informed ---the Date and time for the festival site withdrawn

-----the request for City's services canceled." 

As Charlie Davis said in the November Newsletter, only 5-6 vol-

unteers cannot be expected to run the $30,000 St. Patrickôs Day 

Festival that was previously scheduled for March 9, 2013 at 

Ponce Circle Fred Hartnett Park in Coral Gables.ðThe Editors 

Festival Future is in Doubt 
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ñTis a pity, Father, I tell ye, without a word 
of lie, 

That there wasnôt an Irishman livinô, when 

Joseph and Mary passed by. 

Emeralds Invited to  

              Junior Orange Bowl Parade 

 

  Responding to an invitation from 

Don Slesnick III, in his role as Presi-

dent of the Junior Orange Bowl 

Committee, the SFES Board agreed 

to participate in the Junior Orange 

Bowl Parade in Coral Gables at 

3pm, Sunday December 30.  Emer-

alds, we need 30 members to parade 

about 3 blocks. Wear green shirts 

and white shorts/skirts. Who has the 

banner?? 

 1.  Who was Brian Boru? 

 2.  Name the historic battle fought near Dublin in  

       1014. 

 3. What is the average mean temperature   

      (fahrenheit) of Ireland?    

 4. What is the population of the Republic of 

       Ireland? Of Northern Ireland? 

 5.  What is/are the official language(s) of the 

       Republic of Ireland? (answers on P.5) 

                  Helen’s Quiz 

Poetry Corner 

Back in 2006. Oliver Kerr, our resi-

dent Irishman, introduced this poem.  It remains 

anonymous, unless someone steps forward to 

claim authorship. If you know of the author, 

please contact the Editors so that the author may 

be properly credited. 

               An Irish Welcome 

‘Twas Christmas Eve at St. Maryôs and the     
pastor, Father Gibb 

Was watching Michael, the sexton, as he 
carefully fixed the crib. 

The sheep and oxen were standing guardð
the straw was neatly piled; 

And Mary and Joseph were kneeling, admir-
ing their little child. 

The star that guided the Magi flooded the sta-
ble with light. 

ñTis beautiful, Michael,ò the pastor said, ñIt 
looks like that first Holy Night.ò 

ñAh, faith and I think it is terrible,ò the sex-
ton replied with a frown, 

The way that our Saviour had to be born in 
that miserable pagan town.ò 

ñSure there isnôt an Irishman living, much 
less is there one in the grave, 

From County Derry down to Kerry thatôd let 
him be born in a cave.ò 

ñIf the Irish were living in Bethlehem, Joseph 
need not have knocked; 

Sure Mary and he could have walked right in, 
for our doors are never locked.ò 

 ñAnd if they had come to my cottage, theyôd 
have found the door full wideð 

óCead mile failte,ô Iôd say to them, óGod bless 
ye and step inside.ô ò 

ñIôd shake up the ould turf fire, and make 
them as warm as could be, 

And Iôd have my wife, God rest her, make 
them a pot of tea.ò 

ñAnd if the soldiers of Herod came after the 

baby, the fakes: 

ñMe and my neighbors would rout them like 

Patrick drove out the snakes.ò 

 

Be on the Lookout for January Social 

  The January Social is an event still in for-

mation. Emeralds will be well advised to be 

on the alert for future announcements. 
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Christmas in Ireland Sponsors 

 Appreciation is offered to all the sponsors of 
gifts to be auctioned at the Christmas in Ire-
land Raffle and Auction, as follows: 

¶ St. Pats Weekend in Savannah.                    

        Sponsor: South Florida Emerald Society 

¶ Weekend at Conrad Hilton Miami 

        Sponsor: Don Harrington Jr. 

¶ $100 Gift Certificate to Joeôs Stone Crab 

         Sponsor:Judi Tierney Sherry. 

¶ $50 Gift Certificate to Mikeôs at Venetia 

          Sponsor: Joe and Barbara McManus. 

¶ Gift Basket 

           Sponsor: Mary Gerhardt 

¶ $50 Gift Certificate 

            Sponsor: Dan Fitzgerald 

Sports and Spirits Silent Auction 

¶ 2 Marlins  Tickets + Homebrew 

             Sponsor: Hugh Ryan 

             (Continued to p.5) 

Christmas in Ireland  

Directions  to Schofield 

Hall, St. Andrews Epis-

copal Church, 14260 Old 

Cutler Road,  Palmetto 

Bay. 

From the north:Note that SW 

67th Ave. (Ludlum Road) in-

tersects with U.S 1 ïS. Dixie 

Highway.  

From the west: Note that SW 

152nd Street (Coral Reef 

Drive) intersects with both 

U.S. 1 and the Florida Turn-

pike 

Emeralds Enjoy JohnMartins 

  This past Thursday, some 40 Emeralds en-

joyed conviviality and refreshments during 

the November Social at JohnMartins Irish 

Pub in Coral Gables. 

  Among the Emeralds and Guests were: Ann 

McShane and her daughter Suzanne Jones, 

Jon Lindeman, Oliver Kerr, Bill O’Brien, 

Hadley Williams, Clodagh Michel, Sean 

and Thelma Hayes, Catherine McManus 

and Rosa Waters, Judi Tierney Sherry, 

Jane Al., Patricia Villacorta, Dan and 

Dolores Fitzgerald, Kassie Doyle and her 

parents Jerry and Helen Doyle, Anna-

Louise Owens Mucci, Hugh Ryan, Mary 

Gerhardt, Paul Reilly, Chuck Daley, 

Meghan Knol, and Don Slesnick III . 
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The South Florida Emerald Society, Inc. 

PO Box 836225 

Miami, FL.  33283-6225. 

Where are  todayõs rebels who could articu-

late a fresh agenda for Ireland? Have they 

emigrated?                                                            

agenda for Ireland? Have they emigrated?                                                              

        

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Answers to Helen’s Quiz (page 3)     .   
 

   

  

. 

 

Christmas in Ireland Sponsors (Cont’d) 

Silent Auction 

¶ 2 Heat Tickets +Bushmills 

              Sponsors: Chris Kelley and Paul  

                        Reilly  

¶ 2 Dolphins tickets  

                Sponsors: Jerry and Helen Doyle 

Sponsors of Entertainment 

¶ Breffni Dancers 

               Sponsors: Oliver and Mary Ann Kerr 

¶ Bagpiper 

               Sponsor: S. Florida Emerald Society 

                           In honor of Marge Hartnett 

 

 

  1.  Brian Boru (c941-1014) was the first High King of  

       Ireland, reigning from 1005 to 1014 

  2.  The Battle of Clontarf was fought on Good Friday,  

       1014 ; popular history says that this battle resulted in  

        the defeat of the Vikings. However, this is being  

         reexamined. In any event, Brian Boru was killed. 

   3.  50 degrees  f. 

   4.  4.58 million and 1.81 million respectively (2011) 

   5.   English and Gaelic (Erse) 
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